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CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 1792 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN, SF, GW 

SUBJECT: GERMAN SURVEY'S RATING OF CHIEF BUTHELEZI 
REF: DURBAN 360 (NOTAL) 

1 . SEVERAL PROMINENT SOWETO LEADERS, INCLUDING NTHATO MOTLANA, 
SALLY MOTLANA, LEONARD MOSALA, AND WILKIE KAMBULE, HAVE EXPRESSED 
TO POST THEIR UNHAPPINESS OVER PUBLICITY GIVEN TO RECENT GERMAN 
SURVEY (REFTEL) SHOWING CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI WITH 44 PERCENT 

OF BLACK SUPPORT IN SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS WITH MINIMAL BACKING, 
LIKE ANC, PAC, BPC, AND COMMITTEE OF TEN. 

2. WHILE THESE LEADERS DO NOT DENY BUTHELSZI'S IMPORTANCE AND 
FOLLOWING, THEY BELIEVE HIS POPULARITY MUCH LESS OUTSIDE NATAL 
THAN POLL SUGGESTS. HE IS, AFTER ALL, A HOMELAND LEADER AND 
HENCE IN LEAGUE WITH THE DEVIL (SAG). URBAN BLACKS, THEY CONTEND, 

ARE TOO SOPHISTICATED TO RATE HIGHLY BUTHELEZI'S VIABILITY AS 
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NATIONAL LEADER. 

3. THEIR SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS TO POLL ARE THAT (A) BUTHELEZI'S 
NAME WAS ONLY ONE MENTIONED AT ALL, AND HIS BIT I, TNG CAME FIRST. 

EVEN MANDELA, EVERY BLACK'S HERO, WAS NOT MENTIONED, ONLY HIS 
ORGANIZATION (ANC), PLUS OTHER ORGANIZATIONS (PAC, BPC, COMMITTEE 
OF TEN); (B) POLL WAS "RIGGED" (NTHATO MOTLANA'S WORD) IN 
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SENSE THAT SURVEY TEAM CONDUCTED PRELIMINARY POLL TO HELP 
"REFINE" QUESTIONS. THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH ELICITED SHARP 
REACTION AGAINST BUTHELEZI WERE "REFINED OUT OF EXISTENCE." 
ANOTHER SURVEY DONE BY SAME POLLSTERS (BUT NOT PUBLICIZED) 
AMONG EDUCATED SOWETO BLACKS SHOWED COMMITTEE OF TEN WAY OUT 
AHEAD; (C) SURVEY DID NOT EMBRACE BLACK OPINION IN CAPE 
PROVINCE, SINCE TEAM APPARENTLY RAN OUT OF FUNDS BEFORE SURVEY 
COULD BE COMPLETED. SUPPORT FOR BUTHELEZI IN CAPE PROVINCE 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 33 PERCENT, WITH ANC CLOSE BEHIND; AND (D) 

BLACKS ARE VERY CHARY ABOUT INDICATING TO ANYONE, ESPECIALLY 
A STRANGE POLLSTER, THAT THEY SUPPORT BANNED ORGANIZATIONS 
LIKE ANC AND PAC, HOPING AVOID QUICK TRIP TO JAIL. BUT 
BUTHELEZI IS "SAFE", SINCE HE IS SAG'S MAN. HIS STATEMENTS 
FAVORING FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA, FOR EXAMPLE, 

HAVE BEEN WIDELY PUBLICIZED BY SAG MEDIA ABROAD, YET FEW 
BLACK INTELLECTUALS TODAY DO NOT OPPOSE SUCH INVESTMENT IN 
SOME DEGREE. 

4. BUTHELEZI IS REPORTEDLY PUTTING MUCH WEIGHT ON SURVEY'S 
FINDING. HIS JOHANNESBURG REPRESENTATIVE, GIBSON THULA, ASKED 
POST JULY 20 FOR ITS REACTION. AT ROAD AHEAD CONFERENCE IN 
GRAHAMSTOWN THIS MONTH, BUTHELEZI APPROACHED KAMBULE AND SAID 
(WITH POINTED FINGER) THAT NOW OTHER BLACKS WERE GOING TO HAVE 
TO STOP DISCREDITING HIM, THEY WOULD HAVE TO RECOGNIZE HIS 
WORTH, AND THEY WOULD HAVE TO APPRECIATE THAT HE WAS 
PREFERRED ABOVE ALL OTHERS. 
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